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The De-marginalization of Women in Ministry 


The question raised by Shakespeare, “to be or not to be?" speaks directly 
to the subject at hand. Should women play a significant or a nominal role in the 
ministry of the Church of Jesus Christ? There has been no single, final answer to 
this question throughout the history of the Church. It is the purpose of this article 
to offer several considerations in formulating a workable response to this concern. 

To marginalize means “to leave on the fringes of anything established; to 
only be partly taken in; to be regarded as barely capable of producing at a profit- 
able rate.” To de-marginalize means to resist or offset such limited thinking and 
to open the doors and hallways for a broader perspective about producing at a pro- 
fitable rate. 

As far as the Christian faith is concerned, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 makes 
clear that “all things are of God Who has reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; namely, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were entreating through us: we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God." Does the word us have limitations? Should the 
word us be limited to Paul and his circle of associates? Are women also among 
those who have been reconciled to God by Jesus Christ? Then women are included 
in the word us. 

So, if women are among the us, then women are also among those to whom 
God has given the ministry of reconciliation. And if the words “ministry of recon- 
ciliation” are limited to preaching or the pastoral ministry, then women are to be 
included therein. If the words “ministry of reconcilation” are unlimited and in- 
clude other facets or forms of ministry, then women are included in those also!. 

Let it be stated clearly and loudly: conversion to the Christian faith is a 
call to ministry for both men and women. There are no exemptions to this call, 
just as there are no exemptions to being reconciled to God by Jesus Christ. The 





* For example, such things as a Working Mothers Seminar to help women balance home and career; each church 
could have a Women's Ministry Leader; establish a Women's Mentoring Program in each church; Grief Support 
Group for Women and by Women; Community Ministry to those who have lost a baby through miscarriage, still- 
born, diseases, accidents, etc.; Women's Ministry which encourages and teaches women the importance of breast 
self-examinations; Self-Image Enrichment Seminars; Car Mechanic Worshops for Women; Prayer Chain for Women 
in Churches (their own & others); Women's Ministry to Younger Girls about Sexual Purity; making sure women are 
on the church board; Seminars on Women and Spiritual Gifts; Women Seminars on Abuse and How to Survive; hav- 
ing a gynecologist speak to women about menopause; Form Elderly Assistance Programs for Women; Shut-in 
Ministries for Women; PrayerWalk for Community by a Women's Ministry Team; Workshop on Financial 
Management for Women; Adopt a Sister Ministry with Women in Other Churches; etc. 


1 


particular areas of ministry involved in that call are varied (as seen in footnote). 
But those areas are equally important because God Himself is the One Who issues 
that call. Both men and women have a vital and essential role in the economy of 
God's plans and purposes. Who would be arrogant and ignorant enough to tell 
God whom He may convert and call into whatever arenas of ministry He so desires? 

Furthermore, if the words “ministry of reconciliation” are meant to include 
other facets of efforts to bring people into a state of reconciliation with God, then 
what are they? Are there other forms or avenues of ministry which may be more 
conducive, favorable or helpful to women and by women? Again, see footnote. 

To be forgotten or to be ignored? Some people, for example, will never be 
forgotten because of the the bad which characterized their lives, and some because 
of the good which radiated and overflowed from their lives. But either way, some 
will never be forgotten. 

To be ignored may occur because some may be regarded by others as insig- 
nificant or unimportant. It may occur because some do not see the value or impor- 
tance of others in some task or role. 

In the history of the Christian church, it appears that rather often the inclu- 
sion and role of women in the spreading of the gospel has been either forgotten or 
ignored. As seen in the book of Acts, however, women are neither forgotten nor 
ignored. In fact, it will be seen that God’s Holy Spirit inspired the author of Acts 
to state on several occasions rather emphatically, “both men and women.” 

Based on the last word in Acts, the primary purpose of this writing is to 
show or demonstrate how the gospel is spreading and overcoming all barriers of re- 
sistance to that spreading process. That last word, akolutos, is an adverb and may 
be translated “unhinderedly, without being hindered or restricted or forbidden.” 
This is the only occurrence of this word in the NT. Yet a most significant word it 
is. For Acts reveals how, through witnessing, the gospel was being successfully 
fulfilled as it overcame various forms and flavors of resistance to its spreading. 
Those barriers or challenging oppositions to its spread were varied in nature: 
religious, racial, geographical, social, economic, and gender-oriented. Do those 
type barriers still exist today? 

How effective is the Church of Jesus Christ today, for example, in making 
sure that that same Christian mission of overcoming gender-oriented barriers to the 
gospel continues akolutos? What does Acts reveal in this regard? 

The word “women” is scattered 10 times throughout Acts. It first occurs in 
1:14 where the apostles — and Mary, the mother of Jesus and several other 
women - were upstairs in prayer, waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

It is found the second time in 5:14 where the growth of the Church included 


both men and women. 


The third occurrence of the word is in 8:3 where both men and women 
were being persecuted. 

The fourth occurrence of the word is in 8:12 which records the fact that 
many men and women were baptized. 

The word is found for the fifth time in 9:2 in regard to Saul's intentions to 
take both men and women back to Jerusalem in chains. 

The sixth appearance of the word is in 13:50 where the influential 
religious women were stirred up by the Jewish leaders against Paul and Barna- 
bas. This is not an optimistic look at women in ministry but there are always a 
few bad examples along life's pathways — for both men and women. 

The seventh occurrence of the word is in 16:13 concerning some women 
who had come together to pray. 

The eighth time the word is found is17:4 where a large number of people 
in Thessalonica were converted, including a large number of many important 
women of the city. 

The nineth appearance of the word is17:12 where in Berea many Jews be- 
lieved, as did some of the prominent Greek women and many men. 

The tenth location of the word is 22:4 where Paul is rehearsing his former 
life of persecuting followers of the Way, hounding some to death, binding and 
delivering both men and women to prison. 


While the word ^women" is not mentioned elsewhere in Acts, reference to 
women, nevertheless, occurs. For example, Peter's sermon in 2:17 states that 
your sons and daughters will prophesy. Acts 16:13-15, 40 single out the fact 
that Lydia of Philippi was converted and baptized and that her home became 
the meeting place for the church. 

According to Acts 18:2-3, 18, Priscilla and her husband were tentmakers 
who worked with Paul, and both she and her husband instructed Apollos in the way 
of God more accurately (18:26). 

Furthermore, Acts 21:9 reenforces the significance of women in ministry as 
it mentions the fact that Phillip's four daughters had the gift of prophecy. 


So, how realistic is it to either forget or ignore the importance and role of 
women in the ministry of spreading the gospel? How wise is it to marginalize 
women in the ministry of spreading the gospel? Remember, women are included 
in the word us as far as being both reconciled to God and having been given the 
ministry of reconciliation are concerned. 

To marginalize women in the ministry of reconciliation is an affront to 


the God of grace whose call to conversion in the framework of the Christian faith 
is also a call to ministry. To tell God whom He may call to conversion and to the 
Christian ministry is a form of blasphemy. 

Spirit-led wise men — and women - will strive to de-marginalize women in 
Christian ministry. To do otherwise is to marginalize God Himself Whose Word is 
abundantly clear that women are part of His plans for ministry. 


